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NJ Transit Passaic-Bergen Passenger Service Restoration Project 

Madison Avenue/Commuter Rail Corridor Study: 
 Frequently Asked Questions 

 
The Train Is Coming!  
 
The Passaic County Planning Department is in the process of developing the Madison 
Avenue/Commuter Rail Corridor Study, which focuses on the proposed Madison 
Avenue Station and surrounding area. This Station project is part of the NJ Transit 
Passaic-Bergen Passenger Service Restoration Project, which is reactivating 
passenger service from Hawthorne to Hackensack along the pre-existing NYS&W 
freight line. 
 
A number of Public Meetings (June 2008) and NJ Transit Public Information Meetings 
(September 2008) pertaining to the proposed passenger rail project were held 
around the City of Paterson, NJ. As a result, a compilation of Frequently Asked 
Questions along with answers provided by stakeholders was obtained, and is 
provided below.  

 
 

SAFETY 
 
Will there be improved security on and around the station / platform?  
Security will be enhanced around the station and on the platform by: 

• Increasing lighting; 
• Installing live-action cameras which will be actively monitored 24 hours per 

day with a response team on hand; and  
• Providing emergency calling stations on the platform with immediate response 

from security. 
 
Will there be an increased police presence? Will the police work in 
conjunction with NJ Transit security? 
NJ Transit patrols its own system, and will coordinate with local police to make sure 
security is at its utmost level. 
 
Will the installation of the Madison Avenue Station increase crime or 
possibly trigger person-to-person crime?  
This train line will actually be a crime deterrent.  
 
There will be live cameras providing active 24 hour per day surveillance.  
 
Once the Station is in place, there will be more lighting as well as increased 
pedestrian traffic, which means more eyes on the streets.  
 
The operators of the trains will have the ability to report observed illicit or illegal 
activity at and around stations and platforms, as well as anywhere the train will be 
running. The operators will be able to alert security personnel via the train’s onboard 
radio.  
 
What about public safety, especially when it comes to schoolchildren, as 
there are a number of schools in the Study Area? 
NJ Transit takes responsibility of school programs and presentations to help educate 
school children as to the safety and conduct both on and off trains and at stations.  
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Education is extremely important especially at a young age to help individuals retain 
an inherent sense of railroad and train safety. 
 
When the train is stopped at the station, will the gates be down?  
When train is at the station, the gates will go down. The train operator can manually 
lift the gates if necessary. 
 
When the doors close on the train, the operator can manually close the gate to block 
the intersection. 
 
Each train in equipped with an emergency override if motor vehicles attempt to ‘race 
the train’ through the gates, the train operator simply has to push a button. 
 
Are the stations/platforms handicapped accessible? 
Yes, there are on-ramps to the platforms that are wheelchair accessible. 
 
 
TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
 
How far apart are the proposed train stations within the City of Paterson? 
Each station is approximately a 0.5-mile walk from each other along this phase of 
the proposed rail line. 
 
What is the proposed length of the Madison Avenue Station? 
The Madison Avenue Station platform will be approximately 100 feet in length. 
 
What will the passenger train running schedule look like each day?  
The trains will run from 5:30 a.m. until 12:00 a.m. 
 
What will the frequency be throughout the day? 
There will be 15-minute headways between 5:30am and 7:30am, and 30-minute 
headways between 7:30 p.m. and 12:00 a.m.  
 
Is NJ Transit putting another rail line specifically for passenger service 
beside the existing freight line? 
Yes. Historically (around the 1960s), there were 2 (to 3) tracks within the pre-
existing railroad Right of Way property. NJ Transit will be ‘moving’ the existing 
freight rail line to make room for the proposed passenger rail line.  
 
Will the new trains be as noisy as or noisier than the current freight trains 
that pass through the Madison Avenue Station Area? 
No, in fact the passenger trains and the freight trains will be quieter after service 
begins.  
 
Presently, freight trains are frequent; the existing tracks and crossings are very old 
and have not been upgraded in a very long time. The introduction of the proposed 
passenger rail line will allow upgrades to be performed on the rail lines.  
These upgrades will significantly reduce the noise, especially of the freight trains that 
run through the Area: 

• The new tracks/upgraded rail will utilize welded joints. This will eliminate the 
different ‘segments’ of rail hitting one another and making the characteristic 
“click-clack” noises associated with passing rail cars. 

• Wooden planks will be replaced with stone, thus reducing the noise further. 
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How will those properties located adjacent to the rail line(s) be affected? 
Adjacent properties in general will not be affected but will be contacted as necessary. 
Some property owners may have encroached on the NYS&W Right of Way, and will 
be notified that they are on the railroad’s property.  
 
The NJ Transit team is working very hard to minimize the legal, and illegal, 
encroachment issues by adjacent property owners. 
 
All in all, NJ Transit is simply ‘putting back’ what was there over 40 years ago, that 
is, reinstalling tracks within railroad property. 
 
What is the total length of time that the train will be in the station? 
The train will be docked in the station to unload and load passengers for 
approximately 30 – 45 seconds. If special needs passengers will be boarding, more 
time will be required at the stop. 
 
The complete cycle, that is, the time the train is stopped at the station to load and 
unload passengers plus the amount of time required for the train to cross the 
intersection is approximately 90 seconds (1 ½ minutes), which is the same as the 
typical traffic signal cycle for intersections in the City of Paterson. 
 
How will the introduction of the proposed passenger rail line affect traffic? 
What has been done to plan/prepare for present and future traffic 
concerns? 
NJ Transit has compiled a multitude of local traffic studies in order to accommodate 
current and future traffic issues. The passenger trains will take roughly 40 seconds 
from stopping at the station to passing through the traffic lights at the proposed 
Madison Avenue Station. 
 
Will there be park-and-rides at proposed station locations? 
No. There will be ‘bump ins’ to allow safe drop off of passengers at the station/ 
platform. Passenger drop-off areas will be provided and will not interfere with local 
traffic (circulation, etc.) 
 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
What sustainable design or building strategies will be incorporated into the 
proposed station and surrounding areas?  
Will there be any sort of art, and will local artists be able to get involved?  
NJ Transit finalized a cost-conscious and simple platform design in order to allow for 
potential upgrades and beautification that can be phased in later. 
 
When is the construction scheduled to begin?  
The Department of Transportation has given the permissive order for construction to 
begin on the grade crossings. Construction is scheduled to begin as early as January 
2009. 
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Is there anywhere to find out where the legal property lines of NYS&W are 
located exactly?  
Are the final design plans and drawings available for view by the public, and 
if so, how can they be accessed? 
Copies of the final design plans and drawings can be accessed from the County of 
Passaic Planning Department and the City of Paterson (Mayors Office, Department of 
Community Development – Planning Division).  
 
 
LOCAL EMPLOYMENT AND INVOLVEMENT 
 
Will local residents take precedence over other individuals as far as jobs 
directly related to the rail line are concerned? 
Various businesses and/or contractors may be members of the Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise Program (DBE) – which provides opportunities for jobs to 
residents in the community (www.state.nj.us/njbusiness/contracting/minority/dbe.shtml). 
 
NJ Transit has a mandate to utilize the DBE to provide 20-30% of jobs to local 
residents. NJ Transit can provide a list of DBE-approved firms within the Madison 
Avenue Station Area. 
 
Local Paterson companies should be made aware of this proposal so they can bid for 
this project and be engaged to do the construction and continued maintenance work.  
 
This proposed passenger rail project would provide ongoing opportunities for the 
community, not just the initial construction or maintenance. 
 
Will the initial construction phases provide jobs for local residents?  
The proposed passenger line will create construction as well as maintenance jobs 
with longevity. 
 
The building, maintaining, and running of the passenger rail system will create 
employment for the local residents, as it has in the past for other rail projects of 
similar magnitude (e.g. the Riverline). 
 
What can local citizens do to get involved in this project? 
Citizens need to voice their concerns to community leaders in order to incorporate 
their ideas into the redevelopment plan for consideration. Local residents are advised 
to speak to planners and community leaders, voice their ideas and concerns prior to 
the RFP (Request for Proposal) process, and on an ongoing basis. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
If you have any additional questions or concerns, please contact  
 
John Leon 
Director of Government and Community Relations 
NJ Transit  
(973) 491-8098 
jleon@njtransit.com
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Appendix

B U I L D I N G  I N V E N T O R Y    
A land use inventory of the Madison Avenue Study Area was performed by the Passaic County 
Planning Department on Thursday, April 23rd, 2009. 

The map exhibit below corresponds to tables, photographs, and descriptions in the Appendix 
section of this document.
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MADISON AVENUE/COMMUTER RAIL CORRIDOR STUDY:   
STUDY AREA PARCEL INVENTORY – Apr 23rd, 2009 

 

 

A land use inventory of the Madison Avenue Study Area was performed by the Passaic 

County Planning Department on Thursday, April 23rd, 2009.  

 

Please find below tables containing an ‘Identifier’ (please refer to attached Study Area 

Maps – ‘MA_LU_Inventory_…’ 1 through 5), a ‘Description’ of the property of interest, and 

the ‘Picture Number’ (please refer to attached images in the folder 

‘Madison_Avenue_Inventory’). 

 

Properties of Interest 
 

 

Identifier 

 

Description 

 

Picture Number 

 

1 

 

Armory 

 

 

2 

 

pLot behind church at ‘F’ 

 

1749 

 

3 

 

Empty lot(s) 

 

1738, 1739 

 

4 

 

Empty lot 

 

1822 

 

5 

 

School 13 yard 

 

 

6 

  

 

7 

 

Significant apt bldg next to open lot 

 

1790 

 

8 

 

Surface pLot (not being used); 4-way stop 

intersection 

 

1744 

 

9 

 

Surface pLot (not being used); 4-way stop 

intersection 

 

1744 

 

10 

 

Open lot b/t Van Houten and Broadway 

 

1761 

 

11 

 

Barboura Park (active/passive recreation; 

monument) 

 

 

 

12 

 

Masonic Temple pLot 
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13 

 

pLot (huge) 

 

1786 

 

14 

 

Rear of church on V3  open green lot(s); one 

belongs to the church 

 

 

15 

 

Funeral home pLot  

 

1819 

 

16  

 

Empty junk lot; storage containers 

 

 

17 

 

City Housing Authority Project 

 

 

 

Significant Properties (unless otherwise specified) 
 

 

Identifier 

 

Description 

 

Picture Number 

 

A 

 

House 

 

1740, 1743 

 

B 

 

United Presbyterian Church 

 

1741, 1742 

 

C 

 

Christian Fellowship  

 

 

 

D 

 

House 

 

1746 

 

 

E 

 

Building across the YWCA (Carroll) 

 

1747 

 

F 

 

Church (Pearl and Carroll) 

 

1745 

 

G 

 

Senior residence (Ellison and Carroll) 

 

 

 

H 

 

YWCA (est. 1955) 

 

1748 

 

I 

 

pLot (not significant property); links to ‘3’ 

 

1750, 1751 

 

J 

 

Building 

 

1752 
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K 

 

Residence 

 

1753 

 

L 

 

House 

 

1755 

 

M 

 

House 

 

1754 

 

N 

 

Apartment 

 

1756 

 

O 

 

House 

 

1757 

 

P 

 

House 

 

1758 

 

Q 

 

Rosa Parks Bldg 

 

1760 

 

R 

 

Apartment bldg on NW Broadway/Rosa Parks 

 

1763 

 

S 

 

2-storey on SE Broadway/Rosa Parks 

 

1764 

 

T 

 

1-storey on SE Broadway/Rosa Parks 

 

1765 

 

U 

 

School #6 

 

 

 

V 

 

House 

 

1766 

 

W 

 

Building 

 

1767 

 

X 

 

Empty lot w/ unused garage on site 

 

1768 

 

Y 

 

“Rising Dove” 

 

 

Z 

 

Building 

 

1770 

 

AA 

 

pLot?  

 

1772 

 

BB 

 

Empty lot 

 

1773 
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CC 

 

Bump out on Rosa Parks (parking; bus stop) 

 

1774 

 

DD 

 

Big empty lot 

 

1775 

 

EE 

 

Basketball court; empty lot 

 

1776 

 

FF 

 

Deteriorated bldgs; row-housing 

 

1777 

 

GG 

 

Building 

 

1778 

 

HH 

 

Palace Electric Laundry bldg 

 

1779 

 

II 

 

Rico Foods 

 

1780 

 

JJ 

 

Old bldg beside Rico Foods 

 

1781 

 

KK 

 

Empty lot beside Rico Foods 

 

1782 

 

LL 

 

Apartments 

 

1783 

 

MM 

 

Multi-use bldg 

 

1784* 

 

NN 

 

Dr. F.H. Legarde Sr Academy 

 

1791 

 

OO 

 

Residences (E.24th St. b/t 12th Ave and 

Broadway) 

 

1787, 1788, 1789 

 

PP 

 

Historic housing (row) on North side of 

Broadway at E.24th St. 

 

1792 

 

QQ 

 

Historic housing (row) on South side of 

Broadway at E.24th St. 

 

1793 

 

RR 

 

Significant apt bldg next to open lot 

 

1790 

 

SS 

 

Significant houses 

 

1795 

 

TT 

 

‘Garage’ 

 

1796, 1797, 1798 
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UU 

 

Significant house (columns intact) 

 

1800 

 

VV 

 

Historic houses (before left; after right) 

 

1801 

 

WW 

 

Historic house + bldgs (on Park Ave at E.23rd 

Ave) 

 

1802 

 

XX 

 

Historic bldg, reuse/restoration 

 

1805, 1811 

 

YY 

 

Mortgage place – restoration/reuse 

 

1806 

 

ZZ 

 

Big empty lot beside ‘YY’ 

 

1807 

 

A3 

 

Funeral home (Park Ave/Madison Ave) 

 

1808, 1809, 1810 

 

B3 

 

Historic house 

 

1803 

 

C3 

 

Paterson Tire 

 

 

D3 

 

Significant bldg (old mill bldg on Godwin) 

 

 

E3 

 

Empty lot 

 

1817 

 

F3 

 

Bus depot 

 

 

G3 

 

Significant bldg(s)  366 Fair St. 

 

 

H3 

 

Significant bldg(s)  street trees! (Fair St. b/t 

E.18th and Rosa Parks) 

 

 

I3 

 

Significant bldg(s)  street trees! (NW corner of 

Fair St./Rosa Parks) 

 

 

J3 

 

Significant residential 

 

1820 

 

K3 

 

Significant house 

 

1821 

 

L3 

 

Empty lot  grass; trash 
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M3 

 

Empty lot 

 

 

 

N3 

 

Huge empty lot 

 

 

O3 

 

Locked playground (active recreation) 

 

1823 

 

P3 

 

Corner of E.18th St/16th Ave. 

 

1824 

 

Q3 

 

City Housing Authority Project (Fulton St/Carroll 

St) 

 

 

R3 

 

Empty pLot b/t Lawrence Pl and Fulton St 

 

 

S3 

 

Madison Apts  E.19th St south of 10th Ave 

 

 

T3 

 

Empty lot (E.19th St/11th Ave) 

 

 

U3 

 

School 21 

 

 

V3 

 

Canaan Baptist pLot (E.22nd St/11th Ave) 

 

 

W3 

 

Side lot = green (E.22nd St/14th Ave) 

 

 

X3 

 

Historically significant bldg  gas/service 

station (Ellison Pl/Madison Ave) 

 

1813, 1814, 1815, 1816, 1837, 

1838, 1839 

114 

Straight St. 

 

Restored bldg - just outside of study area 

 

1818 

 

** 

 

Significant architecture  bldgs along south 

side of Broadway close to Madison  

 

1851, 1852 

 

 



Appendix Architecture
A N C H O R S  &  I C O N S         
Within the station planning area are a number neighborhood institutions, 
extraordinary examples of local architecture, and other important 
structures.  These buildings are as “Anchors & Icons” which act as focal 
points for activity among the standard Building Typologies documented 
above.  They may have special architectural or urban design features, 
including relaxed height restrictions for decorative elements or increased 
setbacks to allow for community gathering spaces.  Some examples of 
Anchors & Icons in the Madison Avenue Station Area are exhibited in the 
following pages.
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Appendix Architecture
M U L T I - F A M I L Y         
Multi-Family buildings are Apartment Buildings or Condos that 
feature multiple dwellings above or beside each other in a building 
that occupies most of its lot width and is placed close to the sidewalk.  
Many Multi-Family structures in Paterson have been converted to that 
use from an Industrial or other Commercial Use.  

This typology is dispersed throughout the study area (and the City) 
with opportunities to add more near the proposed Station.
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Appendix Architecture
C O M M E R C I A L         
Commercial Buildings in Paterson come in many forms, although 
they have a consistent feature of maintaining shopfront windows and 
Commercial entrances on the ground floor.  Most were built to be 
Mixed-Use or Retail structures, but others have been converted from 
Industrial Uses, Civic Uses, or even Single Family Homes.

Commercial Buildings, whether Retail or another type of Commerce, 
are distributed throughout the area, usually at prominent corners.  
A handful of contiguous Commercial strips can be found along 
Broadway, Ellison Street, and Rosa Parks Boulevard.
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Appendix Architecture
C O M M E R C I A L         
Commercial Buildings in Paterson come in many forms, although 
they have a consistent feature of maintaining shopfront windows and 
Commercial entrances on the ground floor.  Many which have been 
converted from Single Family Homes have added commercial design 
elements to the space between the original structure and sidewalk.

Commercial Buildings, whether Retail or another type of Commerce, 
are distributed throughout the area.  
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Appendix Architecture
S I N G L E  F A M I L Y  H O M E         
A Single-Family Home is a residential building detached from other 
buildings or portions of buildings.  Some of the older examples in the 
study area have beautiful wood, brick, or stone details which has been 
covered over and hidden by aluminum siding in the past few decades.  

A majority of buildings in the City of Paterson are Single-Family Homes, 
although there are very few in the blocks immediately adjacent to the 
rail corridor, and they are especially scarce within a 5-minute walk of 
the proposed station.
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Appendix Architecture
“ G A R A G E  F R O N T ”         
This type of Single-Family or Two-Family Homes is a relatively 
new addition to the Paterson Building Inventory, and represents a 
NON-PREFERRED typology that should be avoided in the future.  
Unfavorable characteristics that set these buildings apart from 
traditional Paterson homes are:

-  Front Garages with concrete driveways, which remove green 
space from front yards and limit parking options for neighbors.

-  Building Bulk (setbacks and height) that is not consistent   
with other existing homes in the neighborhood

-  Entrances and porches that are disconnected from the streetscape
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Appendix Architecture
“ S T R I P  R E T A I L ”         
This type of Commercial building is more appropriate for a suburban 
“strip” setting, and represents another NON-PREFERRED typology 
that should be avoided in the future.  These buildings detract from the 
goals of creating a walkable neighborhood environment.  Unfavorable 
characteristics that differ from traditional commercial buildings in 
Paterson are:

-  Parking Lots in front of the buildings, making auto trips necessary  
and pedestrian access difficult or even dangerous

-  Creates gaps in the streetscape and unwelcome environemnt 
for pedestsrians. Parking lots next to the sidewalk as opposed to 
building create a safety concern and appearance that cars are the 
priority.

-     Setback buildings have less of a presence and potentially are less 
of a draw to pedestrians and motorists alike.
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Appendix Existing Land Use
I N S T I T U T I O N S         
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Within the station planning area are a number neighborhood institutions 
– churches, schools, and social clubs.  School #13 and St. Paul’s Church are 
within a 5-minute walk of the future Madison Broadway Station. These 
institutions:

•		are	enduring	assets	for	the	community

•		bring	a	mix	of	users	to	streets,	businesses	and	the	station	vicinity	

•		bring	out	people	at	different	“peak”	times	

•		become	associated	with	place	and	cultural	identity	

10-Minute Walk          5-Minute Walk



Appendix Existing Land Use
S I T E S  I N  F L U X         
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Rail corridors in cities are often lined by derelict industrial buildings and empty workyards. “Company 
Towns” such as Paterson are able to rejuvenate themselves in part because manufacturing sites were 
surrounded by homes of people who worked there.  When the Passaic-Bergen Line is reactivated 
for passengers, former industrial sites like the Wonder Bread facility on Madison Avenue are likely to 
support new uses such as retail shops and offices patronized by the surrounding residential units.  
Additionally, it makes it more likely that over time, recent development projects like the CVS and the 
AutoZone will be reevaluated to test if these sites can accommodate additional uses. 

10-Minute Walk          5-Minute Walk
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L A R G E  E M P L O Y E R S         
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Major employers in the Madison Avenue Corridor are important stakeholders in the station area 
improvement plan.  Just as local factories were historically able to prosper because of economic rail 
transport of materials and product, increased employment opportunities will be a benefit to today’s 
employers with the return of passenger service on the Passaic-Bergen line.  Employers who remain 
will benefit from greater visibility and easier access to the region’s employment pool.

10-Minute Walk          5-Minute Walk
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C O N T I G U O U S  R E T A I L         
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Streets like Broadway, with intact strips of contiguous retail storefronts, can be built upon to serve 
and feed off of increased pedestrian traffic that will come with a Commuter rail station nearby.

10-Minute Walk          5-Minute Walk
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I M P O R T A N T  P L A C E S         
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With the guidance of a good plan, opportunities for social contact can occur in many locations 
throughout the Station Area.  

10-Minute Walk          5-Minute Walk



Appendix Existing Land Use
M U L T I - F A M I L Y    

10-Minute Walk          5-Minute Walk

Multi-Family buildings are Apartment Buildings or Condos that feature multiple dwellings above 
or beside each other in a building that occupies most of its lot width and is placed close to the 
sidewalk.  Many Multi-Family structures in Paterson have been converted to that use from an 
Industrial or other Commercial Use.  

This typology is dispersed throughout the study area (and the City) with opportunities to add more 
near the proposed Station.
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