Passaic County Open Space, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund Advisory
Committee Meeting Minutes from Thursday June 6, 2019

Meeting call to order / Flag Salute: 6:01 pm led by Chair Sandy Lawson

Visual Roll Call - Members Present: Freecholder Assad Akhter, Matthew P. Jordan (Deputy
County Administrator), Chair Sandy Lawson (Wanaque), Vice Chair Bernie Vroom
(Bloomingdale), Isabel Agudelo (Passaic), Robin Canetti (Ringwood), Cindy Frank
(Hawthorne), Maria-Elena Grant (Hewitt), Anne Kahwaty (Little Falls), Steven Orsini, Jr. (North
Haledon), Alice Szepietowski (Clifton), John D. Pogorelec, Jr., Esq. (Assistant County Counsel),
Kathleen M. Caren (Open Space Coordinator, Planning & Economic Development); Mike
Donnelly (Planning & Economic Development); Nordan Murphy (Engineering Dept.), Greg
Moore (Parks Dept.),

Absent: Kelly Ruffel (County Cultural and Historic Affairs), Angela Fields (Paterson),
Bhupendra V. Gadhavi (Wayne).

Public Portion: Sandy call for a motion to open, Bernie motioned to open and Robin seconded,
and seeing no from the public and seeing no one, motion to close the public portion was made by
Bernie and seconded by Robin, all approved.

Minutes: Robin motioned to accept minutes from the May 9, 2019 and Bernie seconded. All
voted in favor to accept, except those who weren’t at the meeting.

New Business: 2019 Open Space Applicant Presentations

Presentations were made by the following organizations:

- Wayne Township for the construction of an inclusive playground gazebo, sensory garden
and small parking area (Tim Roetman)

- Paterson Habitat for Humanity for the development of MLK Park (Veronica Fernandez-
Rogers and Steve Kehayes, as well as many others, representing various organizations
involved) on two city-owned parcels, in agreement with City of Paterson

- Wanaque Borough for Lakeside Park (Joe Ferrito and Kathy Falone): basketball court
upgrades, benches, new playground equipment, fencing

- Tri-Boro Little League for Anderson Field outfield and safety improvement (Drew Juhlin
and Joe Bennett)

- City of Passaic for Pulaski Park improvements, such as rubberized walking track, outdoor
fitness stations, lighting at Roberto Clemente field, landscaping, parking lot drainage

improvements and striping (Ian Eichen from Millennium and Jessica Lezcano,
Recreation Director) '

- City of Clifton for Richardson Scale Park multiple passive recreation projects (bocce,
horseshoes, pickle ball, corn hole, chess tables) as well as adding a rain garden and
seating instead of expanding parking area across road, also pavilion and promise to keep
remaining large trees as long as not invasive species (Debbie Oliver, Recreation)



- Woodland Park Borough for Diane Grimes Park playground rehab (Mayor Keith
Kazmark) and addition of a slide for sloped area

- Haledon Borough for 30 Tilt Street construction of restrooms and storage for amenities
(tables, chairs, holiday tree, etc.) used at Belmont Town Square Park (Megan O’Brien
from Millennium and Allan Susen)

- Little Falls Township for Duva Field improvements (Mayor James Damiano)

The presentations were followed by deliberations. Matt distributed Freeholder Akhter and
Administration's recommendations.

[It was noted that The Botto House is not in conformance with our rules and therefore ineligible
for funds. The county is working with them to help them come in conformance.]

The committee strongly felt that the Martin Luther King Park project should receive funding.
This resulted in an adjustment to the recommended funding in order to fully fund the MLK Park
(see attached, updated recommendations).

Adjournment: With no more to discuss, at 7:20 a motion by Bernie, seconded by Kathleen.

NEXT MEETING - TBD
Respectfully submitted,

Cindy Frank
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