
 

 

Passaic County Open Space, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund Advisory 

Committee Meeting Minutes from Thursday October 29, 2020 

Meeting call to order / Flag Salute: 6:40 pm led by Chair Sandy Lawson 

Virtual Roll Call – Members Present: Freeholder Assad Akhter, Chair Sandy Lawson 

(Wanaque), Vice Chair Bernie Vroom (Bloomingdale), Isabel Agudelo (Passaic), Robin Canetti 

(Ringwood), Cindy Frank (Hawthorne), Maria-Elena Grant (Hewitt), Anne Kahwaty (Little 

Falls), Alice Szepietowski (Clifton), Bhupendra V. Gadhavi (Wayne), John D. Pogorelec, Jr., 

Esq. (Assistant County Counsel), Michael Lysicatos (Planning Director, Planning & Economic 

Development), Kelly Ruffel (Deputy County Administrator/County Cultural and Historic 

Affairs), Salvatore Presti (Assistant Planner, Planning & Economic Development), Greg Moore 

(Parks Department), ( Nordan Murphy (Engineering Dept.). 

Absent:, Angela Fields (Paterson), Laura Lee Harding. 

Reorganization: Sandy Lawson nominated Maria-Elena Grant as chair which was accepted by 

Commissioner for the remainder of the year. A motion to approve Commissioner Grant as chair 

was moved by Commissioner Lawson and seconded by Commissioner Canetti. The vote passed 

unanimously. 

Maria-Elena Grant nominated Anne Kahwaty as vice-chair which was accepted by 

Commissioner Kahwaty for the remainder of the year. A motion to approve Commissioner Grant 

as chair was moved by Commissioner Grant and seconded by Commissioner Canetti. The vote 

passed unanimously. 

Commissioner  Lawson nominated Cindy Frank as Secretary which was accepted by 

Commissioner Frank. A motion to approve was moved by Commissioner Vroom and seconded 

by Freeholder Akhter. The motion passed unanimously. 

Public Portion: Commissioner Canetti made a motion to open the meeting to the public which 

was seconded by Commissioner Lawson. The motion passed unanimously. Seeing no one from 

the public participating via camera, call-in, or chat, Commissioner Vroom made the motion 

which was seconded by Commissioner Canetti. The motion passed unanimously.  

Minutes: Commissioner Szepietowski motioned to accept minutes from the September 26, 2019 

and seconded by Commissioner Vroom. The motion passed unanimously. 

New Business: Planning Director Lysicatos asked for a moment of silence to recognize the 

passing of Kathleen Caren. 

Updated 2020 Grant Application Review Schedule 

Planning Director Lysicatos led a discussion of the updated schedule to review and consider the 

applications to the 2020 Open Space, Farmland, and Historic Preservation Grant Applications 



 

 

received in the Spring. As a result of COVID-19 the schedule was pushed back, with application 

review occurring in the fall and winter with awards occurring early in 2021. As a result the 

decision was made to combine 2020 with 2021 year funding as the review would overlap with 

what would have been the normal 2021 solicitation, maximize the amount of grant funds 

available to the existing applications, and move as many “shovel-ready” projects to construction 

in 2021 as a form of economic stimulus. A schedule for the review, public hearings, and award 

of grants was shared with the committee (See attached schedule). The commissioners inquired 

about the cap for applications and were informed that there would be flexibility in the cap for 

awards with a total of $3.5 million available total grant award funds. 

The commissioners were asked for their feedback on the schedule and access to the applications 

using the Dropbox application. The commissioners responded positively and were briefed on the 

schedule for the virtual site visits during a two-night session in November, with an addition a 

night of deliberation in December and one last meeting in January. The dates were approved, and 

staff will work to publish them in the newspaper and on the County website.  

Staff outlined the updated application submittals following a questionnaire and request for 

updates sent to 2020 applicants in the late summer/early fall. (See attached application log) 

The commissioners were advised that they would be allowed on sites. Staff asked that if there 

was a desire to visit a non-public site to contact the Planning Department to coordinate access. 

The Planning Director also advised that the Planning Department was moving to 401 Grand 

Street, Office 417 for future reference. 

Meeting Schedule: Commissioner Lawson, made a motion to adopt virtual meeting dates for 

November 18/19, December 10 of 2020 and January 14, 2021 all to be held at 6:30 PM. The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Frank and passed unanimously. 

Old Business: Freeholder Akhter inquired about the City of Passaic’s ability to apply for new 

Open Space funds after the opening of Dundee island Park. Deputy Administrator provided that 

the City of Passaic would be permitted to apply for 2020 funds but going forward there would be 

a restriction on open space grant funding applications. Freeholder Akhter urged the 

commissioner to visit the park as an example of investment in the community. 

Adjournment: With no more to discuss, at 7:52 a motion by Commissioner Grant, seconded by 

Freeholder Akhter.  

NEXT MEETING – THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18 & 19 (VIRTUAL SITE VISITS) @ 

6:30 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Frank 
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